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TEXT OF SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING 

HARRY F. BYRD JR. 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 179 

Whereas, Harry Flood Byrd, Jr., of Win-
chester has served the Commonwealth and 
the nation with great distinction, continuing 
a Byrd family tradition that dates to the 
earliest days of the Republic; and 

Whereas, educated at the Virginia Military 
Institute and the University of Virginia, 
Harry Byrd, Jr., followed his father Harry 
Byrd, Sr., into public service, thus forming a 
father-son combination that was the most 
influential in 20th century Virginia politics; 
and 

Whereas, Harry Byrd, Jr., served as a mem-
ber of the Democratic State Central Com-
mittee from 1940 to 1965 and served as a lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Naval Reserve during 
World War II; and 

Whereas, following distinguished service in 
the Senate of Virginia from 1948 to 1965, 
Harry Byrd, Jr., succeeded his father in the 
United States Senate on November 12, 1965; 
and 

Whereas, for the next 18 years, Harry F. 
Byrd, Jr., maintained the family tradition of 
fiscal conservation, unquestioned integrity, 
and a distaste for political expediency; and 

Whereas, Harry F. Byrd, Jr., continued his 
father’s insistence on ‘‘pay as you go’’ gov-
ernment, and his aversion to debt still rever-
berates in Virginia’s continued recognition 
as a fiscally sound, well-managed state; and 

Whereas, Senator Byrd is the oldest living 
former United States Senator from Virginia; 
and 

Whereas, the influence of Harry Byrd, Jr., 
on the political life of Virginia during the 
20th century was profound, beneficent, and 
lasting, and the ideas and ideals he espoused 
continue to ring true as the Commonwealth 
enters the 21th; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Dele-
gates concurring, That the General Assembly 
hereby honor Harry Flood Byrd, Jr., for his 
dedication, commitment, and integrity over 
a long and meritorious political career; and, 
be it 

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the Sen-
ate prepare a copy of this resolution for pres-
entation to Harry Flood Byrd Jr., as an ex-
pression of the admiration and respect of the 
General Assembly. 

HARRY F. BYRD JR. 
(By Bob Lewis) 

RICHMOND, VA. (AP).—Former U.S. Sen. 
Harry F. Byrd Jr. returned to the state Sen-
ate chamber to prolonged standing applause 
Thursday to receive a proclamation in his 
honor and recall his own Senate service. 

The 87-year-old heir to the political dy-
nasty that ruled Virginia for much of the 
20th century noted his first days in the Sen-
ate in 1948, when he was pressured into hast-
ily signing onto a bill. 

‘‘The next day, all hell broke loose. It was 
interpreted as an effort to keep the president 
off the ballot that year,’’ Byrd said with a 
chuckle. ‘‘I learned never to sign a bill with-
out reading it.’’ 

The bill was the state’s unsuccessful effort 
to snub President Harry S. Truman. 

Then, in a soft voice, Byrd looked to his 
right to the desk he occupied in his 18 years 
in the state Senate and recalled old days and 
old friends. 

‘‘I find it hard to believe it was 54 years 
ago that I first came here,’’ he said. ‘‘I love 
the Senate. I love the U.S. Senate, too, but 
this Senate is my favorite. It’s smaller and 
you can make friends here to a greater de-
gree than you can in Washington.’’ 

Among his closest friends in that freshman 
Senate class were Albertis Harrison and 
Mills E. Godwin, who later became Virginia 

governors. ‘‘And we remained friends until 
Albertis and Mills died,’’ Byrd said. 

Byrd served 18 years in the Virginia Senate 
as a Democrat, the party his father, Harry F. 
Byrd Sr., built into a political machine. In 
1966, after Byrd Sr. retired from his U.S. Sen-
ate seat in poor health, Byrd Jr. won a spe-
cial election to fill the four years that re-
mained on his father’s term. He left the 
party and won re-election in 1970 and 1976 as 
an independent, then retired from public life 
in 1982 to return to his hometown, Win-
chester, and run his family’s newspapers. 

Byrd was a former director and a second 
vice president of The Associated Press. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

The following presidential messages 
were laid before the Senate, together 
with accompanying papers, reports, 
and documents, which were referred as 
indicated: 

PM–71. A message from the President of 
the United States, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report concerning the continuation of 
the national emergency relating to Cuba and 
of the emergency authority relating to the 
regulation of the anchorage and movement 
of vessels to extend beyond March 1, 2002; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
which states that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the Government 
of Cuba’s destruction of two unarmed 
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on 
February 24, 1996, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond March 1, 2002. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 26, 2002. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:24 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 

announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1206. An act to reauthorize the Appa-
lachian Regional Development Act of 1965, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 304. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing sympathy to the people of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo who were 
tragically affected by the eruption of the 
Nyiragongo volcano on January 17, 2002. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1892) to amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to provide for the ac-
ceptance of an affidavit of support from 
another eligible sponsor if the original 
sponsor has died and the Attorney Gen-
eral has determined for humanitarian 
reasons that the original sponsor’s 
classification petition should not be re-
voked. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 6:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

H.R. 1892. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for the 
acceptance of an affidavit of support from 
another eligible sponsor if the original spon-
sor has died and the Attorney General has 
determined for humanitarian reasons that 
the original sponsor’s classification petition 
should not be revoked. 

H.R. 3699. An act to revise certain grants 
for continuum of care assistance for home-
less individual and families. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 304. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing sympathy to the people of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo who were 
tragically affected by the eruption of the 
Nyiragongo volcano on January 17, 2002; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. 
THOMAS): 

S. 1970. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2829 Commercial Way in Rock Springs, Wyo-
ming, as the ‘‘Teno Roncalio Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 1971. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to protect 
the retirement security of American workers 
by ensuring that pension assets are ade-
quately diversified and by providing workers 
with adequate access to, and information 
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